
NORTHWEST SIDEGranville Station
NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION
Granville Station is a sparsely populated neighborhood that has a mix of early 20th century
bungalows along with recently built houses in a development west of North 107th Street. The

early 20th century bungalows are mainly along North Granville Road. The
older bungalows tend to be set far back on widely spaced lots.

There are few, if any, sidewalks in the neighborhood. Most of
the northern part of the Granville Station is occupied by
industrial buildings. A business corridor runs along
West Brown Deer Road.

Granville Station’s topography is relatively
hilly. There is very little residential housing east of North
Granville Road. Most of the area is an undeveloped open
field. The Little Menomonee River flows through this
area from the southeastern part of the neighborhood to
the north. A few streets follow a rectangular grid but most
curve or end in cul de sacs. North Granville Road runs at a

diagonal from West Bradley at the southern border to
North 107th Street in the northern section of the

neighborhood. The main public green space is Popuch Park, an
11-acre-commonss with a tot lot and a basketball court.

HISTORY
Over 50 neighborhoods on Milwaukee’s northwest side once comprised the Granville Township
in Milwaukee County, which extended from Hampton Avenue on the south to County Line
Road on the north, and 27th Street on the east to 124th Street on the west. The Milwaukee
neighborhood of Granville Station was once in the Town of Granville.

Early populations
According to the ������������������ �	���
�����
���� (March 22, 1877) there were originally three small settlements
in Granville. The first, in 1835, was the family of Jacob Brazelton which included 11 sons. The
second was duo Daniel R. Small and W.P. Woodward from Indiana who pitched their tents in
the center of the Granville area shortly after the Brazelton family arrived and later built homes.
The third group of settlers, the Joseph R. Thomas family and S.C. Enos, arrived shortly after
Small and Woodward.

Within a few years a new group arrived from the town of Granville inWashington County,
New York. The assemblage included the Evert, Brown, Crippen, Lake, Dutcher, andNorton families.
They gave their new home the name of their former home inNew York.

But it was not these earliest settlers that established much of the culture of Granville,
Township. That role belonged to a wave of Pennsylvania “Dutch” (i.e., Germans) who arrived
just a few years later from Telford, Pennsylvania, including the Wambold, Leister, Scholl,
Barndt, Price, Bergstresser, Borse, Klein, Martin, Huber, Groll, Horning, and Lewis families.
The Pennsylvania Dutch, under the leadership of Samuel Wambold, quickly established the

Approximate boundaries:
N-W. Brown Deer Rd; S-N. Bradley Rd (partially);
E-N. 91st St;W-N. Lauer St

Todays neighborhood-
Bungalow on N. Granville Rd.
&W. Donna Dr. looking west
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Economic prosperity eventually reigned in Granville, due partially to the work ethic of these early
residents. The township remained predominantly rural through the early half of the 20th century.
Gradually industries began to open inGranville and the area eventually became themost concentrated
base of industrial employment inWisconsin— today including industrial parks and over 75 companies.
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In 1956 the residents and property owners of Granville were given a choice to consolidate with the
City of Milwaukee. Needing services thatMilwaukee could offer— especially water--themajority of
voters said yes to the referendum. By the 1960s, the western portion of Granville (16.5 squaremiles)
was annexed byMilwaukee and the eastern section consolidated as the Village of Brown Deer.
Milwaukee became one of the few large cities in the United States that still had working farms
within its boundaries.

The following is a sample of some of the Granville Station businesses that were incorporated
intoMilwaukee just following annexation. It is noteworthy that all four of these businesses reflect
the expansion of residences and businesses that would gradually move into the Granville area.

Address on W. Brown Deer Name of business from the Milwaukee City Directory in 1966

9906 Geipel Certified Sod Inc. Landscape Gardeners

11000 Atlas Lumber and Supply Inc.

11122 Schuette Movers of Milwaukee Inc. Building Movers

11340 White Construction Company Asphalt Plant
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In the second half of the 20th century African Americans began to migrate to the neighborhood.
This happened for two reasons: (1) the need for housing following the razing of over 8,000 homes
in the African American Bronzeville community in the late 1950s through the mid-1960s (see
Halyard Park neighborhood), and (2) the availability of family-supporting jobs in industry in the
former Granville community. As in most German-dominated areas in Milwaukee, the integration
of the new population proceeded relatively smoothly. Many African American families were able
to purchase homes and move into the middle class.

Unfortunately, the deindustrialization movement that began in the 1980s arrested this
course. Manufacturing employment in Milwaukee fell 77 percent, from a peak in 1963 to the
present. The Moss-American factory had closed in the late 1970s. It was also discovered that the
plant had seriously polluted the lovely Little Menomonee River. EPA environmental studies
concluded that Moss-American activities contaminated soil and ground water as well as mud on
the river banks. Contaminants of concern included polychlorinated aromatic hydrocarbons and
organic compounds such as benzene, ethyl benzene, toluene, and xylene. All this had negative
effects on the residents of Granville Township.

http://www.neighborhoodsinmilwaukee.org/Halyard%20Park.pdf
http://www.neighborhoodsinmilwaukee.org/Halyard%20Park.pdf


OPEN SWIM

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
Daily, 1-5pm,
holiday times vary

Noyes Park, 8235
W. Good Hope Rd.

Open swim year-round at indoor pool with diving boards, locker
rooms, vending machines.

unk

BUTLER FARMERS MARKET

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
Early Jun.-mid
Oct., Mon. 12-
6pm

Hampton Ave. at
127th St.

Fresh produce fromWisconsin farmers, baked goods, arts, crafts,
activities.

Free
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“When my Grandparents Treichel were first married and lived in their one room cabin, the
Indians would stop in and admire their baby. . . At Grandfather Hackbarth’s the Indians set up
camps in the woods every spring and fall when they came to do their trading in Milwaukee.”

“Weddings in the 1860s and later were quite different from today. The invitations were hand
written by the bride and groom and they were the hosts, not the parents of the bride. . . the silk
material for the brides’ dresses was only 18 inches wide, so for a fancy dress, it took 18 to 20
yards of material. It was not unusual for a man to wear his wedding suit 20 to 25 years, or as
long as it fitted.”
“. . . the settlers were having church services at the home of Ernest Zautcke, who had brought a
reed organ from Germany to help him with his singing. One of the men could read a text from
the Bible and the other religious books which they had brought from across. Mr. Zautcke then
donated land for a church and school on the corner of [today’s] Hopkins and Silver Spring
Roads. They were served by visiting pastors from Milwaukee and vicinity.”

“School [of her parents] was then held at the house of one of the member’s house one month
and at another one the next month, whoever had a room big enough to seat the children.”

“The housewife had to plan well ahead for her household. There was the Arab that would come
about once a month with two heavy suitcases full of notions and yard goods for house dresses.
When he begged for a night’s lodging the housewife would get a spool of thread for payment.
Also a man with a big basket of oranges and bananas would come. Bananas were 25 cents a
dozen for nice large ones. Later a baker would come once a week with bread and sweets.”

Most of these outings are provided courtesy of MECAH Publishing. To access the book that
provides nearly 600 outings—all priced under $10—for the entire Greater Milwaukee area,
go to http://mecahmilwaukee.com/NonFiction.html



“In that Granville Station there I remember as a real young, maybe seven to eight-year-old just
exploring the area. There was a well-known company there; it was called Moss American Tie
Company--a tie treating facility where they did railroad ties. And that was famous actually. And
the reason I say it was famous--it was actually--it is now closed but it was the source of the
pollution of the Menomonee River and there was a multimillion- dollar cleanup after they
cleaned the river up as a result of that facility. I remember real vaguely that they employed
some African Americans. And I believe--I’m not sure about this--that they actually lived there
on the site. I think there were old railroad cars, I think temporary housing. And that just kind
of struck--I mean as a young kid--I mean in terms of race of course. It struck me that even
though we were in kind of a poor--we were poor by today’s standard--but it struck me that
people could actually be living in a shack like that where there’s nothing else. I mean, I know
they worked there. I don’t have any other observations. But I know that they employed a number
of African Americans in that. I also mentioned that I worked on a farm. My cousin that owned a
large farm and he did employ a crew of three or four African Americans who lived in the city and
they commuted to the farms. And I did work side-by-side with them for quite a few years. They
did not live in the town. At the time they lived in the City of Milwaukee.”
“My earliest memory, and this will be about age five, I mentioned this tie treating facility. In
the Granville Center--in the Granville Station area. Believe it or not, I believe there were four
bars. There was a couple [of] gas stations, a blacksmith station, believe it or not, a canning
factory, a lumber yard, and there were quite a few businesses actually. And I remember when
we first got there, there weren’t a lot of grocery stores very close. We had to drive to
Menomonee Falls or Hampton Avenue to go food shopping. So that’s one thing that has
definitely changed. More stores are closer to the actual residents. That probably was actually
how sparse the community had been when we got there.”
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“Mostly blacks and whites as a whole. It has changed now to where there’s--mostly in the
townhouses--completely all whites have left and that’s been replaced by African Americans. A
lot larger Asian population. That is what I’ve see now.”
“The cultural arts festival in June. It’s the largest thing celebrating our multiculturalism. We’re
working with the businesses to get them to work with the students with the schools. We ‘re
hoping that doing that will get the kids in the neighborhood to understand the jobs in the
neighborhood and then we have a more thriving neighborhood if we have the folks that live up
there can actually get the jobs up there.”

“We don’t have a lot of recreational stuff up there. So really whatever people are doing, they’re
not doing in Granville. The soccer fields tend to be very white suburban. We don’t have a lot of
activities. I would say the golf courses are very multicultural. Otherwise, we really do not have
much going on.”

1 Urban Anthropology Inc. complies with human subjects requirements of formal research and asks informants to sign informed consent forms that stipulate
anonymity, hence names are not provided with the quotes.



PHOTOS

Todays neighborhood-
N. Granville Rd. &W. Donna Dr.
looking east

Todays neighborhood-
N. Granville Rd. &
W. River Ridge Dr

Todays neighborhood-
Houses onW. Fairlane Ave.



For more information on the history of Granville, refer to Miriam Y. Bird’s A History of
Granville Township.

For more information on Milwaukee neighborhoods, refer to John Gurda’s �������������������% �������� ����
�&�����$��'������������� ���
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Do you have great photos of this neighborhood? Are you a resident with an interesting quote
about this neighborhood? Do you have recurring outings, additions, corrections, or general
comments about this neighborhood? Please email your input to:
JFLanthropologist@currently.com

www.urban-anthropology.org

Todays neighborhood-Popuch Park

Todays neighborhood-
N. Granville Rd. &W. Heather Ave.


